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FOREST RANGE RECREATION GROUND 

 
GPS   -34.9297917, 138.803306  
Current address 1271 Lobethal Road, Forest Range 
 
 

 
Sport and social events bring a settlement together as a community.  For the first fifty years 
of settlement of this region events were held on private land with various flat sections being 
used for cricket, general sport and community events.  By the turn of the century many of the 
gatherings were held near The Ford on a piece of land then owned by August Baum (now 
known as Central Recreation Ground).  A group in the community began to look for a 
suitable site for a community owned recreation ground and two sites were offered.  One site 
was the Baum land near The Ford and the second was a flat further towards Adelaide, 
known as Biggs’ Flat.  A meeting was held at the School on 5 October 1906 to consider the 
next actions and a committee was formed – Fred Petersen was elected chairman with Frank 
Hackett taking the role of secretary.  Other committee members were Dick Townsend, Colin 
Norton, Bert Biggs, Stan Collins, C Rowley, Tom Plummer, H Copeland, Alan Filsell. 

1271 Lobethal Road, Forest Range.  Apple Maps, 18 January 2019. 
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FOREST RANGE, October 5.  A public meeting was held in the schoolroom on 
Thursday, night for the purpose of acquiring a recreation ground. The Chairman re-
ported that the committee has inspected two sites, viz., Mr. Baum's and Mr. Biggs' 
Terms were submitted to the committee by both owners but were considered too 
high.  The secretary had been instructed to write both gentlemen to that effect and 
ask for the lowest offer. The effect was that a substantial reduction was offered in 
each case. The meeting decided that the property know as Biggs' Flat (four acres) be 
acquired at £10 per acre; £10 cash, balance at 4 per cent., for seven years.  Enough 
money was subscribed for initial expense and the following working committee were 
appointed, viz.: - Messrs. Hackett, Biggs, Petersen, Collins, Filsell, Copeland, 
Plummer, Townsend, Rowley, and W. Green. (1906 'THE COUNTRY.', The 
Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 6 October, p. 11) 

 
Over the next few months the committee worked hard on the project.  Committee members 
divided the region into sections, canvassing the community for subscriptions towards the 
purchase of the land.  103 families suscribed and this income was supplemented with a 
subscription from a business and by income from fundraising events.  The financial report for 
the year ending 1907 shows a total raised of £47 2/6, covering the land purchase price of 
£40 as well as the fees and charges and leaving a small amount in the bank.  
A works committee was formed to prepare on the land.  They built underground drains, 
building a long drain the length of the ground with branch drains connecting.  The land must 
have been very boggy with a meandering creek passing through the western edge.  The 
rushes and scrub were cleared along the creekline, fencing was built on the main road 
boundary and an entrance was built at the lower end. 
The land was transferred from Bigg’s ownership on 21 Novmber 1906.  Land was taken from 
Section 81 and Volume 755 Folio 144 was transferred to the names of Frederick Petersen 
and Frank Hackett. 

Minutes of first meeting of Forest Range Recreation Ground committee : 5 October 1905.  Minute book held by 
FRRG committee. 
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The Recreation Ground was formally opened by Mr C H Bishop on 26 January 1907.  A 
cricket match was held between Forest Range and East Torrens followed by a social 
evening held at the Forest Range Hotel.   

FOREST RANGE January 28. The formal opening ceremony in connection with the 
Forest Range Recreation ground took place on Monday in the presence of a large 
gathering of residents. Mr. C. Bishop declared the ground open, and briefly referred 
to the efforts of the residents In 'raising money to purchase the grounds, and the 
readiness with which work for improving that was taken in hand. The annual cricket 
match between a city team and a team of country cricketers selected by Mr. W. J. 
Gunn formed one of the chief attractions.  Batting first, city totalled 208 runs, 
McBeath 58, S. Williams 44, A. Pretty 27, E. Mayne 17, being the chief scorer.  For 
the country A. Badenock four for 31, and R. Eglington two for 42 were the most 
successful bowlers.  The country totalled 245, the feature of the innings being the 
batting of R. J. B. Townsend, who scored 126, retired, in 11/2 hours, by a splendid 
display of clean hitting.  All bowlers were served alike, and only one semblance of a 
chance could be urged against him.  E. Bowley scored 38, W. J. Gunn 30, and G. 
Edwards 22.  McBeath, with five for 69, was the most successful bowler.  This is the 
third time in succession that a win has been scored by the country. (1907 'THE 
COUNTRY.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 31 January, p. 11.) 

 
By April 1907 a trust deed was drawn up and the first trustees of the ground were Fred 
Petersen and Frank Hackett.  Page 1 of the Declaration of Trust follows on the next page. 
Fund raising continued and the group decided to hold a regular sports day each January.  
The committee offered a total prize pool of £2 1/- and after the event held on 27 January 
1908 a profit of £10 was reported. 

FOREST RANGE, January 27.  The second annual sports were held on the Forest 
Range Recreation Ground on Monday. The committee was well supported by the 
people of the district. The sports were in aid of establishing improvements on the 
ground. A cricket match took place between two of the local clubs. Forest Range vs 
Foresters. The Foresters won. The Ranges' total score was 158 and their top scorer 
Master Clarence Eglinton, 47 not out. Foresters made 159 for 4 wickets; top scorer 
R. Hocking 53, also G. Edwards 38 not out. Mr. F. Pedder was handicapper of the 
sports, and Mr. C. Bishop judge. Results: Girls' race. Ms Dulcie Biggs: boys' race. 
Master G. Thomson: 100 yards Sheffield. H S. Cope land. D. Norton: two-mile road 
bicycle race. A. L. Lawson. T. Plummer: sack race. H. S. Cope and: bicycle tilting. A 
L. Lawson and T. Eglinton, tied: bowling contest. S. Norton, F. Green; football 
kicking. A. L. Lawson. A social was held in the evening.  (1908 'SPORTS IN THE 
COUNTRY.  The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), 29 January, p. 8.) 
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Projects in the year included fencing the grounds and the planting of 50 trees by the school 
children on Arbor Day.  The Forest Range Glee Club, continental evenings and social 
evenings were used to raise funds and by August 1908 the committee began planning the 
building of a hall and the covering of the creek to be fully underground. 
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A group volunteered to work on the undergrounding of the creek and levelling of the 
grounds.  Messrs A. Norton, S. & D. Norton, F. Petersen, R. Hackett, F. Hackett formed the 
working party with Mr C. Bishop and Mr F. Hackett working their horses on the scoop at 5/- 
per day for two days.  The total cost of levelling the ground and covering the creek was £11 
3/6. 
In 1909 the committee decided to erect a hall at the oval.  The construction was planned for 
the western side of the grounds, in the spot where the current change rooms are located.  
The hall was planned to be 24 ft x 30 ft x 100 ft. 

 
Messrs T. Plummer and H. Norton agreed to cut the timber at a reduced rate of £6.  The 
timber was cut in a sawpit that was dug into the ground near where the trees were felled on 
Cherryman property.  (Cherryman lived next to the oval, towards Adelaide.)  The hall itself 
was built by J. Fry and T. Plummer for 5/- per day with assistance provided by F. Peterson 
and H. Norton.  The frame and roofing costs were £16 14/-.  A £30 loan was taken for the 
project and on 25 June 1910 C. H. Bishop opened the new hall. 

Original sketch for first hall built at the grounds. 
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Charges for use of the hall were initially recorded as 2/6 until 11pm and 5/- after 11 pm for 
local residents with a charge of 7/6 for those outside of the district. (Minutes 14 May 1910). 
 

 
 
FOREST RANGE, July 1.  A social and dance took place in the Recreation Hall on 
Friday last in connection with the opening proceedings.  The hall declared open by 
Mr. C. H. Bishop, who congratulated the residents on its erection, and thanked Mr. A. 
G. Adam for the gift of a piano.  Mr. Adam responded.   A vote of thanks was 
tendered to all who had worked for the erection of the hall, especially the ladies' 
committee. The following contributed musical items during the evening: Misses E. 
Moulds and R. E. Filsell, Messrs. G. Packham, J. R. Filsell, G. Raymond. W. Moulds, 
and C Bishop. Mr. J. R. Filsell was M.C.”  (1910 'AN EXCITING ADVENTURE', The 
Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 6 July, p. 6.) 

Original hall costs, p1. 
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The following month it was decided to add a lobby on the end of the hall.  The hall was used 
for social events and meetings.  It was, at the time, the only hall in the district and hosted 
groups such as the Glee Club and the Literature Club, as well as meetings of the Forest Oak 
Lodge, a branch of the United Ancient Order of the Druids.  
Prior to the building of the oval and the hall most community events were generally held on 
the Central Recreation Ground near The Ford.  However, the advent of the Forest Range 
Recreation Ground provided a hall with flat land for sporting events.  This was a great asset.  
Community sports events were organised that included events such as “Sheffield handicap” 
races, quoits, boys’ and girls’ races, sack races, hurdle races, football kicking and bowling 
events.  These were always popular fundraisers and the prospect of winning cash prizes 
ensured a good number of attendees. 
These events continued for many years.  The photo below depicts the event in 1918 or 
1919. 

 
 
The Forest Oak Lodge began on 1 October 1910 following a meeting of 15 members at the 
Forest Range Hotel.  Foundation members were M. L. Frost, W. G. Smith, N. W. Norton, 
Thos. Plummer, Seth Mason, P. F. Brown, H. E. Norton, L. Eglinton, Jas. R. Filsell, F. M. 
Stentiford, C. E. Filsell, W. Cherryman, A. R. Filsell and J. R. DePury.  (Scholz, W.  History 
of Forest Oak Lodge, No 74.) 
The football and cricket clubs also used the hall as their club rooms.  Below is an image of 
the 1911 Football club with the hall in the background.  Note that some of these footballers 
were soon off to fight in World War One and some of them, for example Oliver Pollard, did 
not return. 

Crowd enjoying a woodchopping event at a local sports day and the FRRG in 1918 or 1919.  Note the old hall on 
the bank in the background.  Photo courtesy Ashley and Harleigh Mason. 
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Meetings of the committee and trustees were spasmodic over the years and in some 
instances a meeting didn’t occur for a few years.  However, the grounds were maintained 
and sporting and entertainment events continued to use the grounds and hall.  
Playing on the oval was always very wet for footballers.  Often the ball would need recovery 
from inside the pipes carrying the creek under the oval.  A report in the local paper in 1946 
details the situation. 

FOREST RANGE v. HAHNDORF 
The Forest Range oval at its best is not exactly a billiard table, and after the wet 
spell, conditions were definitely against good football. The Rangers [sic] tried 
punching the muddy ball and kicking along the ground but were unable to cope with a 
confident Hahndorf team. Scores:— Hahndorf, 12 goals, 4 bhds.   Forest Range, 6 
goals, 13 bhds. 
Goal-kickers:—Hahndorf: W. Faehrmann 4, N. Post 3, R. Tilby 2, R. Norton, D. 
Webb, R. Auricht. Forest Range: W. Raymond 2, K. Fillsell, R. Raymond, S. 
Plummer, V. Dalton. 
Best players:—Hahndorf: Mutze, N. Post, D. Abraham, J. Rose. Forest Range: C. 
Stewart, E. Packer, S. Plummer, Q. Newland. 
(1946 'Saturday's Results', The Mount Barker Courier and Onkaparinga and Gumeracha 
Advertiser (SA : 1880 - 1954), 27 June, p. 5.) 

Forest Range Football club with old hall in the background.  Back L-R Oliver Pollard, ?, ?, ?;  L-R ? ,?, ?, ?, ?, ?, 
Thomas Eglinton;  L-R ?, Allan Filsell, ?, ?, Max Vickers, ?:  Front L-R ?, ?, ?  Photo courtesy Marlene Hellmans. 
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In 1947 a project was commenced to improve the oval and improve the creek pipes.  The 
caretaker in 1948 was Mr S Norton  who was paid £2 for his services. 

 
1955 saw the Black Sunday fires sweep through the district with large losses for many 
families.  The hall at the Forest Range oval was destroyed by the fire.  On 31 March 1955 a 
meeting was held at the Mission Hall with 24 community members present.  A decision was 
taken to build a new hall.   

 

Forest Range footballers early 1950’s – photo taken on oval.  Note all of the parking along the road.  Photo 
courtesy Don Cramond. 

Hand drawn sketch of new hall floor plan.  Plans by W. Scholz. 
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C. G. Mason donated land measuring 60x24 feet 6 inches for the hall.  The plan, submitted 
by W. Scholz, was for a 40 x 20 foot hall.  The plan was approved despite there being some 
concerns raised about the proximity to the road.    

 
 

Pines at the edge of the oval were cut and sawn 
into timber to build the new hall which was 
erected by W. Scholz and M T Hermann with 
assistance from other community members.  
Many local families donated towards the project 
and a range of fund raising events were held. 
Including many dances.    
The hall opened on 12 July 1957 with dancing 
and music.  By 1957 the charges for hall hire 
were Sunday sport £5 per day, local Cricket and 
Football clubs £5 per year, hall 30/-, religious and 
Lodge meetings 10/-, other meetings 5/-.  Toilet 
facilities were built from second hand bricks and 
donated timber and labour at the end of 1957. 

 

Plan of land donated for new hall – Minutes 27 June 1955  

Printed dance tickets just needed the date 
and price added.  These were fundraisers for 
building the second hall. 
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In 1960 the current dressing rooms were erected on the site of the old hall. 

 

FRRG hall taken from oval late 1950s.  Photo courtesy Brock family. 

1963 FR Football club photo in front of new dressing rooms/club house. Photo courtesy Ben Wye. 
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For some years when the oval was not in use for football or cricket the Plummer family 
grazed sheep on the land.  
Towards the end of 1967 a ‘ladies basketball’ team was proposed for Forest Range resulting 
in the building of basketball courts behind the hall.  Boundaries between the property owned 
by the Mason family and the Park were adjusted to allow for construction. 
The oval itself is constructed over what was once a creek.  At various times the maintenance 
and management of the land has been discussed.  An interesting discussion was recorded 
in the minutes of the meeting of 2 April 1992.  At that time the local soccer club was using 
the oval and wanted to reseed, which they eventually successfully completed.  The following 
was recorded as provisos to that project: 
 

 
 
 
 
Nevertheless by October of the same year floods had caused a large hole in the oval which 
was repaired by K. Plummer.  Over the years the land has been managed by planting pine 
trees to hold the unstable clay bank from collapsing onto the oval. 
After many years discussing a revised constitution and incorporation this was finally 
recorded as documented in the meeting of 8 December 1992. 
At this time there are no affiliated sporting clubs but the Recreation Ground is managed by a 
small active group. 
 

Minutes 2 April 1992. 
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