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FOREST RANGE HOTEL 

 
GPS   -34.933296, 138.797217 
Current address 1189 Lobethal Road, Forest Range 
 

 
Caleb Biggs of Tusmore was a timber cutter in the area from 1853  and became one of the 
earliest settlers in this region.  Reputedly Caleb Biggs was the person who named Forest 
Range and he was one of three (Norton, Mason and Biggs) who first discovered gold in 
Forest Range.  On 31 May, 1855 William Norton entered a claim for the reward for discovery 
of gold.  It was reported that the gold was:  “lying about two miles south from the 
Trigonometrical Station, and is either on or immediately adjoining a section numbered 65.  
Several holes had been Bank, in all of which the party informed me they had found more or 
less gold”.  (1855 '"Crown Lands Office, 30th May, 1855.', South Australian Register (Adelaide, 
SA : 1839 - 1900), 1 June, p. 3. , viewed 19 May 2018, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article49303153).  This find effectively started the first of two gold rushes in Forest Range. 
In 1857 Caleb Biggs received a grant for section 81 and moved his wife and, at that time four 
children, to setup the property.  This was named The Bluff and the family lived in a small 
slab hut.  Biggs established a wine shop in his home on Stony Creek and in 1867 he was 
granted a licence to sell wine. (Bishop, 1984).  It had been eight years since the closure of 
the first hotel, Splitters Inn, which was situated closer to The Ford.   

 1189 Lobethal Road, Forest Range.  Apple Maps, 2 February 2018.  
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In 1870 Biggs replaced the slab hut with a stone cottage, a cottage which remains within the 
current building footprint.  It functioned as a home and wine shop.  Rick Glastonbury 
recorded architectural details of the wine shanty in May 1967:   

“The shanty was two rooms, the walls being 21” [53.3 cm] thick and of local 
bluestone and built into a bank upon which a road was later built.  Entry was by way 
of a door on the north side.  This led into a small room where customers could buy 
their wares and no doubt the larger room at the rear sufficed as a store.  Also there is 
only one window.  This clearly shows the English influence on Australian architecture 
as it is Georgian. It contains one narrow deep moulded bead which intersected 
another two and held 6 panes of glass.  It has since been covered with a wire screen 
and this happened after more recent renovations and alterations as the two rooms 
lost their use and the front one became a dairy.  The shanty had a pitched roof; the 
ridge board and battens being of locally sawn stringy bark and upon the stringy bark 
shingles were attached.  The floor was compact earth.  Some of the original shelving 
still remains.” 

He continues regarding further building: 
“Sandstone was quarried locally and bricks window and door surrounds were made 
at the brick kiln several miles north of Tweedvale [Lobethal] …   No one seems to 
know the extent of these extensions and council records are vague and I have been 
forced to deduce the extent of them by inspection of wall thickness, materials used in 
windows, floors, ceilings, walls and doors and the floor plans we have constructed of 
the existing building. 

From the basement plan the north south stretching wall on the west side of the ‘staff 
quarters’ is of the same thickness as the wall on the west side of the staff kitchen and 
these two walls meet.  The east west stretching wall is 21” [53.3 cm] thick but this 
includes a brick leaf which would have been added when ground floor extensions 
were added ... I think that the building at this stage consisted of what is called the 
staff quarters and staff kitchen as well as the wine shanty (or now the wine shop).  
The staff quarters would have served as bedrooms and the staff kitchen as the 

Certificate of Title Volume 472, Folio 2 : SALIS, 1857.  
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cooking and eating quarters.  The biggest puzzle is why is there a sealed corridor 
beneath the existing hall between the entry and kitchen.  In what is believed to be the 
sleeping quarters there is a simple fireplace.  All the walls are whitewashed. The 
windows are the same as the wine shanty.  The roof was of similar construction to 
that of the wine shanty also.  It is believed that the floor was of red gum block.  There 
is nothing to show the nature of the stove and fireplace of the kitchen.” 
“According to council records the property was registered as a large stone house with 
3 ½ acres [1.4 hectares]of pasture and 90 acres [36.4 hectares] of timber in 1871.”   

Caleb Biggs was keen to expand his business and applied for a hotel licence, lodging the 
plans of his house in support of the licence.  This application, along with many more in the 
subsequent years failed, however his wine licence was still approved each year. 

 
After four or five years unsuccessfully applying for a hotel licence Biggs applied again.  In 
September 1882 Biggs he included plans for a new building to support his application for 
“The Forest Range Hotel”.  Biggs finally obtained his hotel licence, along with a billiards 
licence.   

“Caleb Biggs, Forest Range Hotel, Forest Range.  Inspector Bee said that two or 
three years ago the applicant was promised a licence if he erected a suitable place.  
He now proposed to erect such a house.  He had been keeping a wineshop, well 
managed, half way between Norton's Summit and Lobethal.  On that site the new 
place, which was required, would be erected.  He had no opposition to offer.  
Granted; the house to be completed within three months.”  (1882 'ADELAIDE 
LICENSING BENCH.', South Australian Register (Adelaide, SA : 1839 - 1900), 13 
December, p. 6. , viewed 02 Feb 2018, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article43333561)   

The building project was put to tender just a few days later.  (1882 'Advertising', Evening 
Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1869 - 1912), 16 December, p. 1. , viewed 02 Feb 2018, 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article197779366).  Glastonbury again details this extension: 

“We managed to obtain a bill of quantities and Caleb Biggs marriage certificate from 
Caleb’s youngest granddaughter (to whom I owe many thanks)  The extensions at 
this stage include three upstairs bedrooms, two downstairs bedrooms, the entrance 
hall, the kitchen and the extension on the eastern end of the building which became 
the billiard room.  The former living quarters of the Biggs in the basement then 
became staff quarters. 

All information on the construction can be seen in the bill of quantities but it 
interesting to note the various differences between windows used.  The window in 
the billiard room has a segmented brick arch as part of the surround and in this is a 

1878 'Advertising', Evening Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1869 - 1912), 16 January, p. 4. 
(SECOND EDITION), viewed 02 Feb 2018, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article197708064  
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Georgian window similar to the next one along whereas the next one along has a 
stone surround and stone lintels.  The jointing of the stonework is very obvious 
between these two parts and it is surprising to note that the sandstone in the new 
section is of an inferior quality as it is so powdery. 

All of the ground floor level walls are of stone, and great effort has been taken to 
match all of the stonework.  The window in the study has a surround of similar nature 
to the one in the billiard room extensions but after going to all this bother then 
assembled a simple sash window in it.   

The walls of the second story are of brick, alternate rows being leader and stretchers.  
Because these walls are solid, many damp problems occurred.  The front two 
windows are the same as the one in the study room, but no brick surround was built.  
The two windows in the west and north wall are the same as the other three but have 
a bead running down the centre.  These beads are similar to the beads in the 
Georgian windows.   

Fireplaces were put into all of the western bedrooms. 

The shingles of the original building were replaced with galvanised iron as galvanised 
iron became the roofing material of the new extensions. 

The two windows in the kitchen are similar to the ones of the drunk’s room that they 
are in window surrounds of brick and have brick segmental arches whereas the 
windows in the drunks rooms have stone surrounds and stone lintels. 

The most impressive elements of this extension are the door, highlights and 
sidelights and the beautifully turned cedar staircase leading from the main hall up to 
the three bedrooms above.”  Rick Glastonbury, May 1967. 

Many of the local farmers regularly stopped at the hotel on their way home from market and 
in the days of horses and carts it is rumoured that some of the men were very lucky that their 
horses knew the way home from the hotel!  The hotel had hitching posts at the front of the 
building for tying horses and large stables were built adjacent to the hotel.  Public transport 
carriages changed horses here.  According to Glastonbury “local identities say that the pit 
sawn wood slab stables remained until about 1925 and then pulled down as motor vehicles 
started to replace the horse and coach”.   
The Forest Range Hotel became more than a ‘watering hole’ for the residents of the district.  
At that time Forest Range had no other large buildings where the community could gather 
and the hotel was used for a range of meetings and even court cases and inquests.  An 
example is the hearing into the “Sabine Fire” where local farmers made damages claims.  
(1886 'LOCAL COURTS.', Adelaide Observer (SA : 1843 - 1904), 24 April, p. 37. , viewed 02 
Feb 2018, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article160752383).  The local Literary and Debating 
Society met each two weeks in the Bigg’s Assembly Room and community meetings, often 
about the state of local roads, transport and the postal service, were often held there.  
Sporting groups held their annual meetings in the large room and fruit-growers meetings 
were regular.  Even as late as the 1940’s there were still some community gatherings were 
at the former hotel, by then a home, with the Church of Christ Sunday School classes being 
held in the building.   
Caleb Biggs and his wife Elizabeth (nee Dean) had twelve children, the first born in 1849 
and the last in 1872.  The last eight children were born after the family moved to Forest 
Range.  All children survived childhood and many local residents are descended from This 
family.  Elizabeth Biggs died at home in 1902 and Caleb moved to live with a daughter at 
Carey’s Gully.   
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When Caleb ceased being licensee of the hotel, after some 27 years, the hotel was first 
leased to another family, however in 1900 his youngest son, Albert (Bert) took on the licence 
until 1908 when it was leased to Pike’s Brewery and in 1913 Pikes purchased the licence.  
Bert leased the hotel from Pikes for a period and he was followed by a number of other 
lessees until it was closed in 1939.  Pike’s Brewery transferred the license to Oakbank for a 
new hotel, The Oakbank Hotel.  The building was unoccupied for about six months at this 
time.   
Although section 81 was around 161 acres [65 hectares] when first purchased parcels of the 
block were disposed of over the years until just 13 acres [5.2 hectares] remained in 1939 
when Allan Packer purchased the land.  Since that period the former hotel has been a 
private home.  Packer drilled a bore to add a sound water supply to the property.  The 
building was sold to Allan and Emily Packer in February 1939.  (Bishop).  Packer 
descendents can recall a shop selling lollies operating in the building around this time.  
There are other memories from this period. 
Anne Crook (nee Norton) remembered that when Allan Packer owned the hotel Sieger 
Eileen, David and Anne Norton lived in the two top rooms at the hotel before they moved to 
Smiths Road.  This was around 1947-1948.  The Norton's had lived over the hill, on Norton's 
Road.   Anne thinks their house was flooded and they moved into the hotel.  (Her sister 
Jeanette was born when they lived on Smith's Road.) 
Anne also recalled a Norton family wedding reception at the hotel but can’t recall if it was 
when Florence Norton married Don Bond or when Ron Pope married Marlene Norton.  
There were a number of weddings or wedding receptions held at the hotel, including the pre-
wedding party of Jean Conlon and Alec Nicol in August 1942.  Alma Heaft (nee Hefford) 
recalls that the children of the Church of Christ Sunday School were very upset to lose their 
favourite Sunday School teacher to Alec Nicol! 
Colin Fry recalls when Bob (Oscar) Packer (Allan's son) built a side car for his push bike in 
the cellar of the hotel.  When he came to take it out it would not fit through the door.  
Consequently he was very angry and destroyed it in his anger! 
In 1952 Allan Packer sold the property to Bill and Margaret Glastonbury.  Rick Glastonbury 
comments: 

“The house was in a terrible state – nearly beyond repair.  One window had been 
filled with galvanised iron since 1941 when the district was showered with hailstones 
(3” [7.6 cm] across) …  Mr Glastonbury replaced about 50 panes of glass and 20 
sash cords which had been broken.  The paint on the wood work was blistered, there 
were large cracks in the walls, the roof and gutters rusty, large knots protruding from 
floor boards, several layers of lacquered wallpaper on most walls and barely any 
facilities for washing and ‘relief’.  It is not very exciting, I discovered to go and relieve 
myself at 7 o’clock on a frosty morning.  Many of the cracks in the walls occurred in 
1901 when there was a severe earthquake.  The walls of the kitchen slipped and the 
East West wall has since been tied to each other with a ½” reinforcing rod … [Metal 
has} been bolted to the east west kitchen walls also. 

Part of the roof has been replaced and all the guttering has been replaced.  Many of 
the window beads had to be reconstructed.  Electricity and telephone service has 
since been connected.  All wood has been cleaned and repainted.  More cracks were 
revealed when the wallpaper was removed.  Under the wallpaper was a calcimine 
surface and this had to be stripped before painting could commence.  All the interior 
has been attended to.  A slow combustion stove has been put in as well as a hot 
water service and septic tank. 
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On either end if the house when Mr Glastonbury arrived were “Drink Penfolds Wines” 
signs which he has now painted over with using Grandsetta.  He has also rendered 
over the rear of the last hotel extensions.  All external walls have now been silicone 
treated. The roof has been painted grey, guttering white, fascia oxford blue, window 
frames oxford blue, brick window surrounds white, woodwork oxford blue and all 
brick walls ivory.  All natural stonework has been left looking what it was like 
originally.” 

 
 

Certificate of Title Volume 2243, Folio 49 : SAILIS,  1952.  
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Bill and Margaret Glastonbury owned the former hotel from 1952 to 1992.  They raised their 
two sons and daughter at this building. 

Bill and Meg Glastonbury, circa 1952.  Collection of Robert Glastonbury. 

Rick Glastonbury standing near the internal staircase, circa 1952.  
Collection of Robert Glastonbury. 



 
Forest Range Hotel. 

Prepared for The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc - May 2018 by Jo Shaw. 8 

 

Old Forest Range Hotel, Circa 1953 Western view.  Collection of Robert Glastonbury. 

Old Forest Range Hotel, Circa 1953 Eastern  view.  Collection of Robert Glastonbury.                
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Old Forest Range Hotel, Circa 1953 Rear view.  Collection of Robert Glastonbury. 

Rick Glastonbury's Architectural project on the Old Forest Range Hotel. The Elevations.  Collection of Robert Glastonbury. 
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In 1992 the building was again offered for sale.  At the time the house was some 40 squares 
and the land 5.26 HA (13 Acres).  The sale documents detailed that the home had “absolute 
character and charm with thick stone walls, lofty ceilings – 4 or 5 bedrooms, drawing room, 
parlor and games room (original billiards room and meeting hall)”.  (McEwin, 1995) 
Donald and Mavis Priestly purchased the building in 1992 and there have been numerous 
owners since that time. 

 
 

Rick Glastonbury's Architectural project on the Old Forest Range Hotel. The Floor Plans.  Collection of Robert Glastonbury
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In the intervening period the structure of the building has been enlarged with the roof above 
the single-story section being raised to allow rooms to be included in the attic space.  As can 
be seen from later photographs the garden has changed significantly with many large trees 
now sited around the home. 
  

Floor plan included in sale promotions 1992, ref 
Chris Weston.  Reproduced in McEwin, Gavin G. 
Forest Range and Lenswood search and history 
vol 1.  Woodside: Onkaparinga District Council, 
1995.  

Sale promotion 1992, ref Chris 
Weston.  Reproduced in McEwin, 
Gavin G. Forest Range and Lenswood 
search and history vol 1.  Woodside: 
Onkaparinga District Council, 1995. 



 
Forest Range Hotel. 

Prepared for The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc - May 2018 by Jo Shaw. 12 

Modern image of the hotel 
Note the section added in the early 1990’s to build rooms into a heightened roofline, 
extending the second floor.  

 

 

Former Forest Range Hotel - Current image from Google Maps, Feb 2018. 

Sketch of former Forest Range Hotel by Rosemary Waters, 1996 



 
Forest Range Hotel. 

Prepared for The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc - May 2018 by Jo Shaw. 13 

 
References: 
 
Bishop, Geoffrey C. Stringybarks to orchards : a history of Forest Range and Lenswood. Hawthorndene, S. Aust : 
Lenswood Cold Stores Co-operative Society, 1984. 

Crook, Anne, interview with Margaret Fry, March 2018. 

Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure.  South Australian Integrated Land Information System 
(SAILIS) https://www.sailis.sa.gov.au/home/auth/login  

Fry, Colin, interview with Margaret Fry, March 2018. 

Glastonbury, Ingrid.  Family collection of photographs and documents of Rick Glastonbury, May, 2018 ( Includes 
A Report on the History of the Forest Range Hotel which has now become the residence of Mr H W Glastonbury. 
May, 1967.) 
Glastonbury, Rob.  Family collection of photographs and documents of Rick Glastonbury, February, 2018. 

Heaft, Alma, interview with Margaret Fry for Forest Range and Lenswood History Group, April 2018. 

McEwin, Gavin G. Forest Range and Lenswood search and history vol 1.  Woodside: Onkaparinga District 
Council, 1995.  

National Library of Australia, Trove.  https://trove.nla.gov.au  [various newpaper articles referenced in the text 
above]. 

Pope, Anna; Bechervaise, Harry; Moosmayer, Vera; Booth, Claire; Onkaparinga Valley Heritage.  Woodside: 
Adelaide Hills Council, 2003 

Summerling, Patricia, Hotels in the Adelaide Hills: patterns of development.  
www.sahistorians.org.au/175/bm.doc/pubs-of-the-adelaide-hills.doc  


