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BEFORE THE RESEARCH CENTRE : SWAMP ROAD 

 
GPS   -34.947662817537264, 138.81453573703766 

 S34.947662817537264, E138.81453573703766 

Current address Swamp Road, Lenswood 

 
Aerial	  view	  of	  Lenswood	  Agricultural	  Centre	  from	  Apple	  Maps	  –	  viewed	  29	  May	  2015	  

 
The Lenswood Agricultural Centre, formerly known as the Lenswood Research 
Centre and the Lenswood Horticultural Centre, was established in 1963 with the 
purchase of 107 acres from B A Fullston and extended with a further 85 acres on 
Swamp Road purchased in 1967 from R Jones.   
 
The entire land originally formed part of the Givendale estate which comprised some 
385 acres along the western side of Swamp Road.  For more information on part of 
this estate reference our paper Givendale : balls and bridge. 
 
This article details the section previously owned by the Jones family.  In the period 
between the breakup of Givendale the ownership by Jones the land had passed 
though many families.   
 
Horrie and Winifred Jones had three children, Ron, Dorothy and Gordon.  All 
attended Forest School.  Ken Green recalled that when Dorothy (known as Muff) 
started work she worked in the office at the old Balhannah Co-op.  On Monday 
mornings Arch Green drove his truck to the Co-op to get apples and he would stop at 
Dorothy’s home, put her bike on the back of his truck and drive her to work.  During 
the week she would stay in Balhannah with her uncle Gus Filsell who was manager 
at the Cold Store. 
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Dorothy and her brothers played with other 
children from that region including the 
Trevenens, the Brockhoffs and the Rowleys.  
The children roamed the country side with a 
freedom that is not experienced today. 
 
Many stories have been shared about the 
children swimming in the creek just below the 
bridge.  They recall tickling trout in the creek, 
catching many with their skills. 
 
 
 
 
We include below a summary written by 
Dorothy Godson, nee Jones. 
 
 

 
 

At	  right	  :	  
L-‐R:	  	  Dorothy	  (known	  as	  Muff),	  her	  younger	  brother	  	  

Gordon	  with	  neighbour	  Margaret	  Trevenen.	  	  

 
 

The property was owned by NW [Norm] & M [Milly] Filsell from 1914 to 1927 
when my parents HG [Horrie] & WR [Winifred] Jones bought it from them.  
(Norm Filsell & WR Jones were brother and sister).  There was a little cottage 
on the property, which is where Norm batched until his marriage.  His father in 
law, Mr John Gambling, had the present stone house built for them because 
he thought the cottage was not good enough for his city-bred daughter.  Norm 
planted onions in the early days to have a crop and a little income until his 
fruit trees started bearing.  When he sold he went to Adelaide and started the 
business N W Filsell on the corner of East Terrace and Grenfell Street. 

HG & WR [Horrie and Winifred] Jones took over the orchard and found life 
very different from their previous life style which had been grain growing in the 
Mallee.  Ron, their eldest child who was 5 and had only been used to flat 
country, was too frightened to go out the back door because of the hill bearing 
down on him.  There were apple trees planted part of the way up the hill with 
gooseberry bushes in between them.  Red Romes & Rome Beauties were 
grown on the northern side of the house down to the creek & Johnnies were in 
the front of the house.  My parents planted the shrubbery down at the gate.  
To the south of the gate were Grannies, Buncombes and Statesmen.  In front 
of the cottage were Grannies. 
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My grandparents lived in the cottage that Norm had lived in but it is no longer 
there.  There were also two very large poultry sheds up near where the 
cottage was, which incidentally was near where the house was built for the 
Government, and it is not there anymore.  Going up towards “The Back” we 
had two raspberry patches, plums and pears and then right up at the back 
was a very large raspberry bed and a patch of apples – known as the 611 
patch, presumably because there were 611 trees there – mainly Johnnies.   

Back to the house and across the creek, right up to Rowley’s fences, where 
there are 4 or 5 houses now, [there were] more apples, Grannies and Cleos 
and quinces and pears.  The creek always had water in it.  We used to catch 
yabbies and swing in the willows.  There were huge white gums along the 
Swamp Road but there were chopped down when the electricity was put 
through.  Until then we had our own electricity supply – a DELCO.  We had 
two horses for ploughing and pulling the spray cart.  Eventually a tractor was 
purchased so it was goodbye to Mick and Sailor. 

The first four front rooms of the house are still the original ones, solid stone.  
The back rooms were built approx 1936.  My father died in 1934 and my 
mother carried on until 1945 when she left the district and my brother Ron 
stayed on the property until the Government bought it in 1967. 

	  

Sketch by Dorothy Godson. 
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Map by Dorothy Godson. 
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Note:  The Filsell brothers, Allan, Clark, Norm and Gus had moved to the region 
when their father purchased land at Forest Range in 1904.  Their father, William, 
was a shoemaker from Thebarton.  This story has been told by Ken Filsell, the son of 
Allan, in his oral history found at https://historytopics.wordpress.com/oral-history-
summaries/.  William and his wife Isabella, lived at the Swamp Road property for 
some time while their family lived there.  Winifred Jones was one of the sisters of 
these men.  The other sisters were Annie and Elsie. 

A family history document of the family shares a little more about Norm.  Norm had 
purchased the land in 1914 and lived in a small cottage while he built up the 
property.  He also worked for nearby farmers.  The document comments “often 
Norm’s stooped form could be seen amid rows of onions, recognisable by the thin 
hessian onion bag worn across his shoulders for protection from wind and rain”.  The 
document also shares that when he was courting Milly Gambling, who lived at 
Neptune Villa on Norwood Parade, he would walk down to Norwood on Sundays to 
attend church with Milly.  After sharing an afternoon tea with Milly, Norm would then 
walk back up over the range in the dark. 
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