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SPLITTERS INN : FIRST HOTEL 

 
GPS   -34.920070879342845, 138.81433725357056 
 S 34.920070879342845 E 138.81433725357056 
Current address 7 Fry Lane, Forest Range (Fry Lane leaves Lobethal Road at 
#1400) 
 

It is not known who built the building 
known as being near the 17th mile-post 
on the Great Eastern or Magill Line of 
Road at section 64, Stony Creek.  The 
stone building stood on the crest of the 
hill above The Ford.  At the time the 
main road to Lobethal passed over the 
crest of the hill and a cross road was 
planned at that point.  Thomas Serle 
(brother of the owner, Charles Serle) 
used this building when he opened the 
first hotel in the area, Splitters Inn in 
1857, some 10 years before the Forest 
Range Hotel.  

“At an adjourned quarterly licensing meeting, held this day, all the members 
present, Mr. Thomas Serle's application for a general licence for a house in 
the New Forest, to be known as the Splitters Inn, was reconsidered, and the 
licence granted.”  (District Councils, 1857) 

There were gold diggings to the north and west of this site presumably supplying the 
hotel with patrons.  However, the use as a licensed hotel was short lived.  Serle 
struck financial troubles and in March 1859 the hotel licence was sold to John Allan 
(who owned section 63, now part owned by Fry’s).   Allan later moved to the Alma 
Hotel in Lobethal.   

This building was also the site of the first known school in the district.  Christina 
Calderwood ran a Dame School in the building when her father, Alexander, owned 
the property (before the slab school at Jerry’s Flat).     

Later, August Baum and his large family lived into the building when he purchased 
the land.  In 1886 the building is mentioned in a South Australian Register court 
report of a fire that burned much of the district.  Sabine’s fire burned 150 acres of 
Baum’s grasslands and some post and rail fencing.  An extract of the report follows: 

“Baum is the owner and occupier of Sections 64 and 65 in the Hundred of 
Onkaparinga, and the land is used for grazing purposes, mining, and gardens. 
... Plaintiff succeeded in saving his residence and a portion of the fencing, but 
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so severe was the fire on Wednesday that the occupants of the house were 
greatly frightened lest it would be burned down, and the plaintiff's 
daughters, assisted by several neighbours, threw water on the outside of the 
building. Owing fortunately to its geographical situation it was saved. Plaintiff 
has two gold mining shafts sunk on his property, and the logging, ladders and 
other fittings were burnt and fell into the shafts. A smith's shop erected 
alongside was also destroyed...”  (Law and criminal courts, 1886) 

By 1887 the Baum family had built a larger 
home 120 metres to the west, Broomhall. It 
is not known what the former Splitters Inn 
was used for over the next few years, 
however mention is found in a letter from 
Martha Fry to Dick Townsend (Fry, M, 
1887).  Martha was called upon to cook the 
wedding dinner for John Eglinton and Lizzie 
Lloyd at “Baum’s old house”.  It is also likely 
that the building was partially used as a 
shop, but also it may have been used for 
housing as solid buildings were in short 
supply and Baum was leasing much of his 
land for gold mining.  Jim Fry recalled a 
story of someone being locked in a stone 
room used as a shop. 

There was significant damage caused to the old hotel building by fire in 1889. 
Reports from newspapers detail the damage:  

“A fire occurred at Forest Range early on Monday morning, which resulted in 
a house, the property of Mr. August Baum, being burnt. The house was 
discovered in flames by Mrs Eglington [sic], who at once gave notice to the 
owner. The fire had by that time obtained such a hold of the building that 
it was impossible to stay its progress.” (The Week, 1889) 

Mrs Eglinton lived in the four roomed home to the east of Splitters that later became 
the home of J.B. Fry junior.  A further newspaper report notes: 

 “On Monday, about 1 a.m., a fire took place in a seven roomed house at 
Forest Range, owned by a gardener named August Baum. Although the fire 
was discovered shortly after the outbreak the means taken for its 
extinction proved somewhat in vain, and the place suffered considerably. The 
property was insured in the New Zealand Insurance Office for £350.”  (Russia 
and Persia, 1889) 

It is assumed that the building was never habitable again.  Memories from the 30’s 
include that horses used to be stabled in the buildiing.  Phil Trevenen recalls that in 
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the mornings the horses would be let out and they would race, across the main road, 
down to the homestead for feed.  Gordon Fry recalls that a large plum tree grew out 
of the ruins at the time. 

The image at right shows the outline of the ruin of the Splitters Inn in the mid 1930’s. 
The ruin was finally demolished in the late 1930’s and the stones now form part of 
the garden of the cottage that was subsequently built on that land.  Called “Splitters” 
that portion of land is still owned by a descendent of the Baum family.  
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