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FRED’S TANK : MOST FAMOUS LOCAL LANDMARK 

 
GPS   -34.941656, 138.817577  
 S34.941656, E138.817577 
Current address Cnr Stentiford and Swamp Road, Lenswood 
 

 

 

Fred’s Tank, in the Adelaide Hills, is well-known as a landmark by locals and visitors 
alike.  The large concrete water tank (100,000 litres), built by G.E. Cock and Son in 
1948 is situated in a prominent position at Lenswood, on the corner of Swamp Road 
and Stentiford Road.  It is numbered tank 280. 

The tank is typical of many built in the Hills since the 1940’s to store water pumped 
from ground water or creeks.  They were often built on a high site so that water 
flowed from the tank under gravity. 

Fred’s Tank was built on the corner of the orchard property owned by Frederick and 
Martha Rowley.  The land comprised 93 acres with was originally part of the larger 
Givendale property stretching along the western side of Swamp Road.  The Rowley 
property was later divided between their sons Harry and Fred.  Fred (junior) owned 
the land with the family home and the tank. 

Over the years, Fred’s Tank has served as a reference point for travellers, a school 
bus stop, a place for rendezvous, a swimming pool and a shrine of remembrance.  It 
has also provided a canvas for artistic expression! 
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For many years in the sixties and seventies, on New Year’s Eve, the youth of the 
district completed a time-honoured tradition, painting a section of the tank new year’s 
numerals.  In the 1970’s, some midnight painters put in a special effort and painted 
most of the tank, with the aid of an air compressor, and featured extra-large lettering.  

When Fred (junior) died in 1991, some of his young relatives painted a mural on the 
tank, in his honour.   

Later a memorial to “Oodles” was painted on the southern side of the tank when 
Darren Collins lost his life in a car accident at the tank corner. 
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